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4 RECORDOF THE COMMONPLAN1GALEAT
MYORASPRINGS: THE FIRST DASYURID FROM
NORTHSTRADBROKEISLAND, tftfrtftp'ttj of the

Queensland Museum ??(/£ $4 1993:- A CommonPlanigale

nigaie macutata) was capmred ai Myora Springs

JormStradbroke Island on Fehruajy II,

1993 The animal was trapped during a SUTVey by Griffith

University staff and third-year students, conducted as pan oi

a 'field ecology course. The trapping effort at Myi

consisted ol four pitfall iraps *20 litre buckets £.38cm deep

and >0cm diameter), each situated hall-way iuonu a 20m drift

Fence, as well as 4IJ small Hlioti traps, all ol which were sel

over lour nights during February inigale

was caugn! in one Of the piifjll II I

The Myoru -Springs region lies OA [fit- westei n edge ftf North

Stradbrofce island, where Capembah Creek drains inlo die

i complex mixture of plant cam
IH unities, including reinforcM, Mfluteucu ifuiiujuenervta for-

est and woodland calypl fores! and wooi

ind disturbo in which the irupfl were k&\

was mapped bj Lloutts 1 1992) as partly disturbed c tosed forest,

incorporating patches ol simple notophyll vine Fores! domi

noted In pan by ! ana ivith Eucalyptus n .

nd ii' part by I 'attitm cotum

\ua spp emergent*.; grading on its southern fide into an open

forest dominated b) Metuttturd tjuUiijuenerviti with £in i

ruj rt'/'u^fdeirteigenis, and on die eastern »ide into open fori

dominated of closed Ior-i is am

UlUCh more ih;m nne hectare bul IS the only are* ul nnlophyll

vine foresi l.ii North Siradbrokc Island (Kikfoiwa,
I

The trapped specimen was a young male ficNteS clearly

....

length 59mmand mil length 48mm Afterbejng caught it wa
i three days, during which period itwaj

laken to 'he Queensland Museum when; tis identity was

.•our. ckl ind <! was pin 1 I! w._r- ihei-

ind .ii the point of rapture.

1*hi»i spei'imen is significant becaut iti fl
I

t otdof

inily Dasyurulae i>um North -Slradhroke Island- Phree

dasyurids (/WirerAmaM flavtpes, Smtnrkapstt murine and

Planigate metadata) have b ci tded from Ft

I Van Dyck, 1991), hut nunc In.m either North Slradhroke ih

More ton Islands, in spite of extensive survey effort on

--land i Martin, 1975: Bat-

Van Dyck, 1991 1 PUwigot** macutata was, however. n>

Isometirrw I Island < Van
Dyck. I

Tlit: present new record may be a consequence ol using

pitfall traps for sampling. Trapping with baited

during Ihc pasl ten yBOTS ol Myora Spring! during annua!

Griffith University field exCUPdi illy "ith 50-100

traps set ovei rhree nights each year) has usually yielded hieh

Id v 14 burton] qi W
iflipeS), nioderale capture tales ol Rmius lutreolu*, ,nni m .

.

.i-

stonal captures of i untx.tn Ityft, Mux must uiUi

was al--.o captured in ihi irea for ihc Rrsi tinw, probably a

consequence of recent residential development nearby. Pitfall

traps were set for 'he lirst lime in 1993, and toui pitfall

over four nights caught one Planigak mOCultltQ and two

juvenile \feln/ny\- sp.

1'he absence or relative Scarcity ol davynnd marsupials or.

(he large sand islands -if Morel- >n &aj IS 9 puzzling bio

tiphical pattern (see Barry & Campbell, 1977)- The lack

m these islands cannot be '.imply a conse-

queneeot lac k of appropriate Sampling, since .1;r/«?W?i/w.rspp..

if present, should have been caught using conventional balled

traps. The distribution af habftai may also he a cootnburtnjg

factor: Stradhroke and Moreton Islai irmnated by

n : aid heaihland communities on soils vet

mi nutrients (see 'or e\ample Clifford & Spcchl, i

Wtteri I I
I

" supports large area-, af die uloislei

gpci Prequeni l trodbroke Island have

probably also influenced 'he habitai ^variable to dasyurids

(Martin I975J Further pitfall sampling in I

Nmin

Stmdb fired to determine whclhcr P

macula tiroil 'he island, ot is Idealised within

particulai U*e Myora Springs.
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